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—-George Santayana

“Comfort Women” San Francisco Memorial:
Remembering the past, so old wounds can heal.
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The term “Comfort Women” is a euphemism for sexual slavery during World War I,
when Japan invaded its neighboring countries. Japan took approximately 200,000 girls
and young women, with the majority from Korea, China, Philippines, Indonesia (then
Dutch East Indies), and forced them into sexual servitude for the Japanese soldiers.
These women served anywhere from 5-60 soldiers a day resulting in a fatality rate of
87%, compared to 27% of front line Japanese combatant soldiers. Historians state that
this is the single largest case of institutionalized sexual exploitation committed by a
government entity (Japan) in modern history. Sexual violence and rape against women
and children during military conflict are "crimes against humanity." To this day, the
Japanese government has not sincerely nor legally issued an official apology to the “
Comfort Women.”

On December 28, 2015, the foreign ministers of Japan and South Korea reached an “
agreement” wherein Japanese Prime Minister Sinzo Abe offered a “sincere apology”
through Japanese Foreign Minster Kishida (rather than directly and publicly to the
women themselves) and promised to give approximately $8 million to a foundation to
be established by the South Korean government, for the “benefit” of the former “Com-
fort Women” of South Korea ON THE CONDITION that the “Comfort Woman” statue in
front of Japanese embassy in Seoul be removed and the South Korean government
never again raise the issue of the ‘Comfort Women.”

|
1
|
|

“flotF el B0l 2 20| 0| IUtS2 AU E Al 2x i H Sofl Lo HtH
M_L.:Oﬂ?ﬂl':E o|=tsto] A= LU CH =2 2f 202HE 9| 2142} o =2
i5=s =4, "51* e, A=Y AloHEAl U E DybeE #RA=S

22=")ollM B
et dof 2 HEAsHCE o]l dE=2 _F—|—01| 5-60Y 2| Zol=2 &rhshof HH
2o, &l M °'E HEHSS AYE0| 27%%UE Ol ghofl, 0| = o{Mo| AlLER2
87%0l 2 ELCH JAVIS2 2 HAE S50, F(d=)7H MK E 4 A5
HEZ2s 770l 7t& 2 22| AtdoActe et ot ﬁ"”% o4t otolE2
S 2 WX = Jd =2 A 22k el F HE"o| 3ot
"¢l ek s Aol A &Y d2 M= dFAE2 M | S SHX| 2

UL T

QT_.
IE
fal
OH
1
0z

2015'—._=| 12%28%‘ gkt =0

2|

ol

= —

EH"I H% OE'E EHM 2ol A= &

=ME HE5HK| E=Cte =d2 2, et &I M7 2 e A thof| 2f 8l ot &
EX5H7| 2 el s .

5 =) e The “Comfort Women” in South Korea decried this agreement as a sell out by
0 o, . p p
- L the South Korean government. Prominent “Comfort Woman” Grandma Lee
= O stated, “This agreement seems to have been made without having the
R victims in mind. | dismiss it in its entirety." In light of the unfair bilateral
'g o agreement between the two foreign ministers of Japan and South Korea
o ﬁ requiring the South Korean government to never mention the issue of “
g . Comfort Women” again and remove its “Comfort Women” memorial, it is
o0 Rl now more imperative to ensure that the “Comfort Women” Memorial in San
g' o n Francisco be built and installed.
N OF
o ]_]._I_ This memorial is a grassroots effort initiated by the “Rape of Nanjing Redress
'] c & o Coalition (RNRC) and supported by the “Comfort Women Justice Coalition”
23 oF i 1 (CWJCQ) to remember history and to pay tribute to the courage of the “

Comfort Women” who broke their silence in 1991. The grandmothers (as
they are dearly called) - the former “Comfort Women” of the Japanese
military - exemplify the universal sufferings of women and men who are
victims of sexual exploitation. We need to insure these crimes against
humanity never happen again!
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About “Comfort Women” Justice Coalition

The “Comfort Women” Justice Coalition is a multi-ethnic, multi-interest
human rights coalition formed to support the passage of the “Comfort
Women” resolution in September 2015. To date, members include
dozens of organizations based in the San Francisco Bay Area plus
others in Southern California and Japan. The emphasis of our movement
is on the tragic history of the “Comfort Women,” a unprecedented
and heinous war crime of the 20th century. What we are doing is to
help bring justice for the hundreds of thousands of victims and
survivors. Join us to right the wrongs for a belated redress.
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Grandma Lee ("comfort women").
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We need your help!

CWJCin conjunction with RNRCis starting a fund raising campaign to
raise the target amount of $350,000 necessary to install the “Comfort
Women" Memorial approved by the SF Board of Supervisors on September
22,2015 in the city and county of San Francisco. The bulk of the funds,
about $250,000, is to set up an endowment fund which is required by the
City to pay for the maintenance and preservation of the memorial. We
plan to use mainly volunteers but we also need to hire experts to assist
us through the permit and approval process required by city agencies
such as the Arts Commission and the Park and Recreation Department.
Funds are also necessary to pay for artists, architects, land use designers,
and other experts to develop, design, and build the memorial. The
$350,000 is a basic minimum budget for the memorial project.
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PLEASE DONATE GENEROUSLY (2{L|5C| =57 |SE FEI=EILICEL)
Please send donations to Rape of Nanjing Redress Coalition/Comfort
Women Justice Coalition, a non-profit tax exempt organization — your
donation is tax-deductible to the full extent permitted by law. Our Federal
Tax ID is 943388041.
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Please send your donation to (7|53 ELH&! ).
RNRC/CWJC

PO box 27635

San Francisco, CA 94127




FILE NO. 150764 RESOLUTION NO. 342-15

1 [Urging the Establishment of a Memorial for "Comfort Women']

Resclution urging the City and County of San Francisco fo establish a memorial for

"Comfort Women” and to educate the community about stopping global human

{ trafficking of women and girls.

WHEREAS, According to most international historians, the term "comfort women”

euphemistically refers to an estimated 200,000 women and young girls who were Kidnapped

oy | therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That appropriate City and County agencies will work with the community

The Board of Supervisors unanimously adopted the . organizations to design and establish the memorial; and, be it

resolution urging the City and County of San I FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San
Francisco to establish a memorial for i

"Comfort Women” and to educate the community . Francisco during the 70th anniversary of the end of World War |l expresses its strong support
about stopping global human trafficking of

women and girs. | of creating a public memorial in memory of those girls and women who suffered

! immeasurable pain and humiliation as sex slaves and as a sacred place for remembrance,
Read more at www.cwjc.rnrc-us.org -

- reflection, remorsefulness, and atonement for generations to come.
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File No. 150764 | hereby certify that the foregoing
Resolution was ADOPTED AS AMENDED
on 9/22/2015 by the Board of Supervisors
of the City and County of San Francisco,
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Angela Calvillo
Clerk of the Board




Donate to (7|52 ELH{A! 2):

RNRC/CWJC
PO box 27635
San Francisco, CA 94127

Federal Tax Id # 943388041

WWW.CWjC.rnrc-us.org
@ ComfortWomenlJusticeCoalition
#RememberComfortWomen




